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ILLINOIS RESOURCENET

To build the capacities of nonprofit organizations 

and small municipal governments to pursue 

federal resources effectively.
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WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

 Illinois’ ranking – 45th in $ sent to DC/ $ disbursed to 
Illinois via federal grants

 Reticence of nonprofits and small municipalities to 
pursue federal funds

 Inherent difficulties posed by federal grants process

 Federal money “left on the table”

 Lack of understanding of how federal grants are made

 Lack of sophisticated grant development and 
management capacities



WE SEEK TO CLOSE THE DISTANCE 

BETWEEN LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & 

FEDERAL RESOURCES
•Through  knowledge

•Through networking

•Through skill building



WORKING WITH COLLABORATIVES

 Community or regional focus

 Multiple program/policy areas

 Capacity for data development

 Some partnerships potentially in place

 Opportunity for lower capacity 
organizations to work with higher capacity 
organizations

 Opportunities for cumulative grant 
development



The American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act, or “The 

Stimulus”



NEW MONEY PUSHED THROUGH SAME (SLOW) 

CHANNELS



FIRE-HOSING MONEY THROUGH EXISTING 

PROGRAMS



OVERALL PICTURE

 $787 billion total

 $288 in tax outlays

 Goal to have 70% spent by end of FY 2010

 As of August 25, $204 billion available; $81 

billion outlayed (spent) nationally



THE CASCADING FLOW OF FEDERAL FUNDS



STIMULUS IN ILLINOIS

 About 80 programs with funding 

announcements

 $10,214,311,188 billion announced

 Usually follows existing formula grant channels

 http://www.recovery.illinois.gov/

http://www.recovery.illinois.gov/


ILLINOIS STIMULUS PICTURE

 $10,214,311 announced

 $7,221,384 made available

 $3,772,070 paid out
 Stimulus dollars for Illinois announced by federal agencies

(numbers in thousands)

http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/available-amount-program&agency_id=&state=IL&sort=paidout&order=asc


PROGRAMS WITH STIMULUS FUNDS IN ILLINOIS

BY CFDA NUMBER

Stimulus dollars announced and spent in 

Illinois by federal programs

http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/allocation-programs&state=IL&sort=allocated&order=asc
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/allocation-programs&state=IL&sort=allocated&order=asc
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/allocation-programs&state=IL
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/allocation-programs&state=IL


Illinois State Agency Stimulus Websites: 

Healthcare and Family Services: http://hfs.illinois.gov/recovery/ 

Transportation : http://www.dot.il.gov/stimulus/index.html 

IDOT's "shovel ready" highway program list: 

http://www.dot.il.gov/stimulus/April_Letting_List_With_Letter.pdf 

Board of Education: http://www.isbe.net/arra/default.htm 

Environmental Protection: http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-

assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html 

Commerce and Economic Opportunity: http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/ 

http://hfs.illinois.gov/recovery/
http://www.dot.il.gov/stimulus/index.html
http://www.dot.il.gov/stimulus/April_Letting_List_With_Letter.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/arra/default.htm
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance/economic-stimulus/index.html
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/


DIRECT APPROACH TO TRACKING STIMULUS 

GRANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

 www.recovery.gov

 http://www.grants.gov/applicants/recovery.jsp

 Register with federal agencies for ARRA related 

announcements

http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/applicants/recovery.jsp


Federal agencies

State agencies

Local government agencies

Local nonprofit organizations

Federal funding pathways to 

local nonprofit organizations



Around each point of state and local 

decision-making about federal 

grants there is already a working 

network.  Some networks work 

effectively as collaboratives, others 

do not.  Communities, and their 

nonprofits, succeed more regularly in 

the federal grants process if they 

plan collaboratively.



FUNDING PRIORITIES EMERGE, AND AWARD 

DECISIONS OCCUR, IN NETWORKS

COLLABORATION A YEAR-ROUND 
PROCESS

MINIMIZE UNCERTAINTY THROUGH 
NETWORKING

 Secure advance information

 Find partners

 Seed ideas that shape 

priorities

 Stay on the radar of decision-

makers

 Encourage and contribute to 

place-based plans to lift 

community’s standing



EXAMPLE: ARRA FUNDS IN THE ENERGY ARENA

 EECBG

 Local  entitlement grants

 Regional planning councils to administer grants in 

communities < 35,000 (as proposed in State 

energy plan to US Dept. of Energy)

Many potential uses of funds

 Emphasis on leveraging, partnerships, and multi-

program strategies aimed at lowering carbon 

footprint



ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANTS

•$3.2 billion, 2.8 billion for formula 
grants

•68% to local governments

•28% to states

•2% for competitive grants

•Local governments may subgrant 
funds to nongovernmental 
organizations, up to 20% of funds or 
$250,000

•Begin with local energy conservation 
plan

•Additional funding contingent on 
plan approval

•Building audits, financial incentive 
programs, transportation programs to 
conserve energy, material 
conservation strategies, reduction 
and capture of methane and 
greenhouse gases, and others

•http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/bl
ock_grants.cfm

http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/block_grants.cfm
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/wip/block_grants.cfm


http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Economic+Stimulus/EconomicStimulus.htm

http://www.illinoisbiz.biz/dceo/Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/Economic+Stimulus/EconomicStimulus.htm


RECENT DCEO, ARRA ANNOUNCEMENTS IN 

ENERGY ARENA

 Renewable energy production program

 Community renewable energy program

http://www.commerce.state.il.us/NR/rdonlyres/4845EABD-75F7-42A6-86E5-8AA8D32477BF/0/FINALRenewableEnergyProductionProgramAug17.pdf
http://www.commerce.state.il.us/NR/rdonlyres/FEA70961-3ECE-4968-99CA-FBA967FCEAB1/0/FINALCommunityRenewableEnergyProgramAug17.pdf


US DOL/ETA HEALTH CARE 

SECTOR AND OTHER EMERGING 

HIGH GROWTH INDUSTRIES

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=Zy2gKW8JxQZKpydcf1MtD7gwxtyRQqMVnhy13KwpHK0PC7VLMTPs!361947375?oppId=48679&mode=VIEW
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=Zy2gKW8JxQZKpydcf1MtD7gwxtyRQqMVnhy13KwpHK0PC7VLMTPs!361947375?oppId=48679&mode=VIEW
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=Zy2gKW8JxQZKpydcf1MtD7gwxtyRQqMVnhy13KwpHK0PC7VLMTPs!361947375?oppId=48679&mode=VIEW


US DOL/ETA Pathways out of 

Poverty training initiative

http://www.doleta.gov/grants/pdf/SGA-DFA-PY-08-19.pdf
http://www.doleta.gov/grants/pdf/SGA-DFA-PY-08-19.pdf


ARRA Workforce Investment Act Sector-Based RFP

The Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 

is soliciting proposals under the Workforce Investment Act 

using ARRA funding to prevent dislocation, to support 

recovery in key sectors by accelerating investment in the 

skills of Illinois' workers, and to build upon regional sector-

based initiatives. The four key sectors are Healthcare and 

Healthcare IT; Manufacturing; 

Transportation/Distribution/Logistics; and Green 

Initiatives. Bidder's Conferences will be held August 21 in 

Chicago and August 24 in Springfield. Pre-Applications are 

to be submitted to DCEO by September 21 with full 

proposals submitted by September 28, 2009.

RFP Instructions - (Updated August 20th, 2009)

RFP Pre-Application

RFP Application Format

http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Instructions.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Pre-Application_Format.pdf
http://www2.illinoisbiz.biz/econ/workers/forms/ARRA-WIA_Sector_Based_Initiative_RFP_Application_Format_(3).pdf


GETTING INTO THE COLLABORATIVE NETWORK

 Position yourself where the decisions are made

 Circulate proposals strategically and 

continuously

 Stay nimble to match funding specs with 

partner strengths and your strategic goals

 Add value to community/municipal applications

 Offer your leadership assets



BEYOND FOLLOWING RFPS IN YOUR “SILOS” …

Watch for creative subcontracting opportunities

 “Green” a program and shop it inside and 

outside your silo

Watch for overburdened or overloaded grantees 

at state or local levels and reach out to them

 Consider state discretionary funds for 

innovative grants



HOW ILLINOIS RESOURCENET APPROACHES THE 

STIMULUS (AND “REGULAR” FEDERAL FUNDS)

 Help local organizations get to the right portals 
and websites

 Advise organizations on how particular stimulus 
grants might match up with their priorities

 Provide individual TA for applications once a 
grant possibility has been identified

 “Demystify” the stimulus, one program at a 
time

 www.illinoisresource.net

http://www.illinoisresource.net/

