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Do You Know How &  
Where to Get Federal Funding? 

Illinois ResourceNet: A Funding Access Initiative (IRN) is a university‐based resource providing Illinois 
organizations a unique approach to proposal development and funding access centered on accessing information 
and resources based on an interactive website, working with experienced technical assistants on designing high 
caliber proposals, and connecting with a diverse group of partners to meet proposed project goals. 

Illinois ResourceNet Technical Assistance Tailored 
Services 
 
IRN's team of Technical Advisors (TAs) are located 
throughout the state and have expertise in the 
technical aspects of federal grant development as well 
as knowledge of federal policies and programs. Our 
TAs are qualified in a range of policy areas including 
workforce development, community development, 
housing, environmental sustainability, information 
technology, health, and hazard mitigation.   
 

The TA Model 
This model works one‐on‐one with individual 
organizations and partnerships on single proposal 
opportunities. Specific assistance includes; 
 
• Assistance registering for grants.gov or obtaining 

a DUNS number 
• Assistance in developing Memorandums of 

Understanding (MOUs) or other partnership 
agreements 

• Research on key demographic information 
• Review of the proposal and attachments for their 

adherence to the requirements outlined in the 
request for proposal (RFP) with particular 
attention to point criteria as well as for clarity and 
completeness     

• Final review of the full proposal and all 
attachments 

• Facilitation of the proposal submission process 
• Referral (s) to additional capacity building 

opportunities 

Hazard Mitigation Model 

IRN’s hazard mitigation model works with cities and 
counties to help them apply for funding to safe guard 
against natural disasters by providing training and 
technical assistance around hazard mitigation planning 
and long term recovery. In addition, our technical 
advisors also identify and map additional federal 
funding opportunities based on approved hazard 
mitigation plans throughout the state. 

Brokering Model  

IRN’s technical assistance also takes on an 
intermediary role . IRN acts like a broker creating a 
strong community bridge between the federal and 
state agencies and the communities by serving as a 
conduit for more specialized information and data, 
and identifying and cultivating the right partnerships 
for a successful proposal. 

 



IRN’s Signature Continuous 
Place‐Based Proposal 
Development Model 
Federal proposal development is a cumulative process 

IRN’s continuous proposal building strategy builds on 
previously submitted proposal documents for new 
proposal submissions. Collaborations and community 
plans provide place‐based initiatives with the 
opportunity to engage in long‐term resource 
development. Continuous proposal building uses the 
plans created by communities, including background 
information on the organizations’ accomplishments, 
cost estimates and budgets, program designs, and 
research on community demographic data, to develop 
federal grants matrices that layer federal funding 
streams across policy areas to further place‐based 
development. Groups participating in the process of 
continuous proposal development strengthen 
relationships between partners and through these 
relationships, have access to additional resources. 

Grants Mapping Service 
 
Pre‐planning and preparation help increase the 
competitiveness of an organization’s application.  
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Products for Partnerships 
IRN provides its partners with a detailed 
timeline outlining three available grants, 
indexed by their relevancy to the 
organizations and their strategic plans.  
Additionally, IRN supplies the partnerships 
with a written summary of the identified 
grants, unique details about each program, 
including matching requirements, necessary 
partners, and pre‐application requirements. 

Illinois ResourceNet advisors work with organizations 
to prepare for future funding opportunities by 
creating a two‐year timeline of expected release 
dates of Federal grant programs relevant to the 
organization or collaboration working with IRN. 
Illinois ResourceNet develops a plan‐of‐action for 
groups to identify grants that match the needs of the 
organization.  Advisors will also locate future funding 
for existing programs and potential new programs, 
and examine the resources offered by Federal 
Agencies.  In addition, the IRN advisor will review 
proposals to ensure that the organization meets the 
eligibility requirements, and has the necessary 
management and programmatic capacity.  
 

Capacity Building Training 
 
IRN’s course development is demand‐driven and 
customized for unique programs. The core IRN 
courses include the topics of collaboration, federal 
grant writing, reporting and monitoring, building 
federal budgets, and understanding federal grants. 
IRN advisors use the IRN curriculum as a foundation 
for the creation of customized training sessions that 
meet the needs of the organizations approaching IRN 
for assistance.  IRN advisors present on a variety of 
topics, including sustainability, proposal team 
building, and organizational development.  



OPEN ACCESS TO A SELECTION OF TRAINING AND 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

Face‐to‐Face Workshops 
 
Based on the direct needs of each unique 
community area, Illinois ResourceNet is adapting 
and tailoring our online curriculum so that it can 
be delivered face‐to‐face in communities around 
the state of Illinois.  
 

Free Webinars 
 
Webinars allow our technical advisors to 
disseminate information and resources about 
available grant opportunities to potential grantees 
throughout the State of Illinois from the comfort 
of their work/office computers.  
 

Learn on Demand  
 
The “Learn on Demand” mini‐courses have been 
created to provide quick tips to those who are 
already familiar with the information being 
presented but need a reminder or refresher. 
These courses are about five to fifteen minutes 
and include multiple downloadable formats that 
can be viewed or listened at any time.  
 
The courses include power point presentations 
and audio or video recordings of instructors 
delivering key pieces of curriculum. Course topics 
include navigating Grants.gov and how to submit 
a federal proposal electronically.  
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Online Curriculum 
 
Course participants will benefit from a successful 
university‐designed educational training platform and 
curriculums, while learning how to: 
 
• Successfully find and submit proposals via 

Grants.gov  
• Build partnerships and collaborations to acquire 

federal funding  
• Write federal proposals focused on point criteria 
• Prepare federal budget justifications with cost 

sharing 
• Utilize training sessions to create working 

proposals  
 
The presentations include materials from one‐on‐one 
training sessions lead by an expert Technical Advisor 
that is available to answer your specific questions on 
the multiple website forums.  
 

Regional and Statewide 
Conferences 
 
IRN programs regional conferences throughout the 
State of Illinois and holds an annual statewide 
conference that provides an opportunity for nonprofit 
organizations and local government officials to 
network with potential funders, including state and 
federal agency representatives.  
 
The conferences focus on sharing knowledge about 
funding trends, best practices for proposal 
development, and resources as well as research of 
interest to organizations about federal funding policies 
and practices.  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



